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Over 77,000 inmates lodged in 114 jails with
capacity of 57,742, SC told
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In a report, the Federal Ombudsman has conceded before the Supreme Court that a total of 77,275
inmates are currently housed in 114 prisons in the four provinces against a sanctioned capacity of only

57,742. — Creative Commons/File

’ COMMENTS JOIN OUR WHATSAPP CHANNEL

3 Add to Preferred Sources

ISLAMABAD: In a report, the Federal
Ombudsman has conceded before the Supreme

Court that a total of 77,275 inmates are

currently housed in 114 prisons in the four

provinces against a sanctioned capacity of only
57,742.

Of the 77,275 inmates, 47,077 have been lodged in 42
jails in Punjab, where the sanctioned strength is
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A total of 10,871 prisoners have been placed in Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa’s 37 prisons which should have only
9,642, and 2,088 inmates in the 11 jails of Balochistan

that can house 2,585.

The report submitted to the apex court on behalf of the
office of Federal Ombudsman (Wafaqi Mohtasib)
through counsel Hafiz Ahsaan Ahmad Khokhar said
the prisons had 1,248 juvenile inmates as well as

25,456 convicted and 48,008 under-trial prisoners.

Report submitted by
Federal Ombudsman
proposes steps for
improvement in conditions

in prisons

The Supreme Court is seized with a suo motu case
about the poor conditions in which the prisoners live.
The hearing was initiated to consider the plight and
miseries of female prisoners lodged in the country’s
prisons and subsequently the ombudsman was tasked
to formulate recommendations to redress the

grievances of prisoners.

In the report, the ombudsman’s office stated that 1,204

women prisoners were living in the prisons across the
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The report said that 720 kanals of land had been
acquired in the federal capital’s H-16 sector where the
Islamabad Model Prison was proposed to be built. The
feasibility report about the prison’s construction work
had already been approved and the project would cost
Rs3.9 billion.

So far an amount of Rs1.1bn had been released and
utilised, the report said, adding that work on the
prison’s administration block, boundary wall and male
barracks was underway. The project is expected to be

completed by June 30, 2020.

The report said the ombudsman’s secretariat had
highlighted the measures needed and the areas where
improvements could be brought about. It
recommended that the interior ministry as well as the
provincial home departments should appoint senior
officers to act as focal persons who would undertake

surprise visits to the jails.
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district headquarters and that every jail should have
separate and independent portion for women and
juvenile prisoners, having sleeping space for every

prisoner and adequate toilets.

The report also suggested that a biometric system
should be set up in jails for maintaining the records of
prisoners and attendance rosters and other jail records

should be automated.

The prisoners suffering from mental problems and the
drug users among them should be kept outside the jail
premises in drug clinics and homes for the retarded
prisoners and provided adequate treatment. The
prisoners with HIV or hepatitis should be segregated

and kept apart from other prisoners, the report said.

The Higher Education Commission of Pakistan, the
university falling in the territorial area of a jail, the
Allama Igbal Open University and other institutions of
good reputation should assist that prison in improving
educational and skill training facilities there, the report

said.

The federal and provincial ministries concerned should
allocate necessary funds and resources for the
improvement of jails. The setting up of the prisoners’
voluntary donation fund at the provincial level should

be ensured.

The report also urged the Pakistan Bar Council and the
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Smith backs Babar, Fakhar
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Afghan Taliban Pakistan will

amid tri-series woes SIog worsens not tolerate attacks after
Angoor Adda firing
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Press solidarity

Iran and the Makkah pact states
should pledge not to let external
actors use their soil to launch
aggression against each other.

THE SBP’s decision to raise its
policy rate by 50 basis points to
12pc was largely expected. It is
also justified...
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seldom lacked organisations
speaking in defence of press
freedom. What has been ...
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Privatisation framework

The proposed merger of the
Privatisation Commission and
the Public-Private Partnership
Authority (P3A) into a single
institution is a sensible move.

Updated 27 Oct, 2026
Chromebook scheme

Technology can widen
opportunity, but only when it is
tied to good teaching, reliable
connectivity and clear
educational purpose.

27 Oct, 2026

Dengue season

ANOTHER dengue outbreak
looms over the country for
reasons of lack of preparedness
and negligence. This month’s...
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